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When It’s Not Your Fault 
 
 

  
Paul’s Shipwreck in Malta – Acts 27 

 
The ship struck a reef and ran aground.  As it was repeatedly 
smashed by the force of the storm’s waves, the ship began to 
break apart.  (Acts 27:41)   
 
 

What I Need to Know About Storms 
 

 
1. Storms can cause me to ____________________________ 

 
The ship was caught up in the storm and the wind was so strong 
they couldn’t sail against it.  They lost control, so they stopped 
trying, and they gave up, and let the wind drive them, drifting in 
every direction.  (Verse 15)   
 
Then the crew tied ropes around the ship to try to hold it together.  
(Verse 17)     
 
 

2.  Storms can cause me to ___________________________   
 
As the gale force winds continued to batter the ship, the crew 
began throwing all the cargo overboard.  The following day, they 
even threw out all the ship’s equipment and anything else they 
could lay their hands on!  (Verse 18-19)   
 



3.  Storms can cause me to ___________________________ 
 
The terrible storm raged unabated for many days, blotting out 
both the sun and the stars, until in the dark, we finally gave up all 
hope of being saved.  (Verse 20)   
 
 
 

How Can I Anchor My Life in a Storm? 
 

 
 

1.  The First Anchor: _________________________________  
 

Remember that God is with me. 
He hasn’t left me. 

 
Finally, Paul called the crew together and said, “Men, if you had 
listened to me you would have avoided all of this injury and loss.  
But, take courage!  None of you will lose your lives even though 
the ship will go down.  For last night, an angel of the God I serve, 
and belong to, stood by me…’” (Verse 21-23)  
 
 

2.  The Second Anchor: _______________________________   
 

Remember that God’s purpose 
is greater than my setback or storm. 

 
 
 
 



God’s angel said to me, “Don’t be afraid, Paul, for you will 
certainly stand before Caesar!  What’s more, God in His goodness, 
has granted safety to everyone else sailing with you!” (Verse 24) 
 
 

3.  The Third Anchor: ________________________________   
 

Remember that God’s promises 
can be trusted. 

 
“So keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will 
all turn out just as God has promised.  Nevertheless, we are going 
to be shipwrecked on some island.”  (Verse 25-26)  
 
At one point, the sailors tried to abandon the ship, thinking their 
lifeboat would save them.  But Paul said, “You’ll all die unless you 
stay with the ship!”  So the soldiers cut the ropes and let go of 
their lifeboat.  (Verse 30-32) 
 
When daylight came, the officer ordered those who could swim to 
jump overboard and swim to the island.  The rest grabbed pieces 
of wood from the broken ship to float on.  But everyone made it 
safely to shore!  (Verses 45-46)  
 
 


